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Types of Assistance Available

The Council offers four services to children and young people:

· [bookmark: _Hlk193441938]Independent Travel Training:  A service which is free of charge, the child/young person may be offered Independent Travel Training to enable to them to travel to and from school independently, providing a valuable life skill.  You can find out more about this on the council’s website my.northtyneside.gov.uk or by using this QR code:

[image: A qr code with a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

I would like to express an interest to find out more about for independent travel training:

Yes 		No 

· Personal Transport Budget:  The council will provide funds (calculated at the current mileage allowance) to the child’s parent or carer to make their own travel arrangements to and from school.  This offers greater flexibility for the family with timings both to and from the school.

I would like to apply for a personal transport budget:

Yes 		No 

· Bus Permit:  A permit will be issued to the child/young person to enable them to travel to and from school free of charge.

· Appropriate Transport Provision:  This may be in the form of a contracted taxi/minibus to take the child/young person to and from school at the start and end of the school day.  This may be offered on a temporary or permanent basis.
Completing the form

This form is to be completed by parents and carers who wish to apply for travel assistance for a children and young people who have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and those without an EHCP who have medical needs (permanent or temporary) which may result in them being unable to attend school unaided.  North Tyneside Council’s Home to School Transport is Policy is available on the Council’s website my.northtyneside.gov.uk or by using this QR code: 
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Applicants must fully complete the form and provide as much supporting information as possible.  The information will be used to assess whether your child/young person is eligible for travel assistance.  If it is not completed fully, it will be returned to you and the process may be delayed.  

Please submit your travel assistance application as soon as possible.  If your child is commencing a new school in September following the issuing of your child’s EHCP on 15 February, please complete this no later 30 June.  You may still submit applications after this date, but please note it may take longer than usual to process your application. 

Please note that it is the legal responsibility of the parent/carer to ensure their child/young person attends school regularly, including the period during which this application is processed.

SECTION 1 - CHILD/YOUNG PERSON’S DETAILS

	Name of child/young person

	

	Date of Birth

	

	Home address
(including postcode)


	
 


	Parent / Carers’ names*

(*Include names of both parents/carers if more than one lives at the address)
	


	Parent / carer contact details 




	Landline

Mobile

Email 

	

	Emergency contact details
	Name and address


Contact number

Relationship to child
	










	If you require your child/young person to be collected and dropped off at a different address to their home address, please complete this section 

Please note that transport will only be arranged to and from ONE address. 
	Name and Address



Contact number

Relationship to child
	

	Do you have any other children aged 16 or under living at the same address, if so please list below

	Name
	Age
	Current Year Group
	School
	School Times


	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	


SECTION 2 – TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS

	Name and address of school to which travel assistance is required

	

	School contact number
	

	Please give specific school site location if they have more than one site

	

	School Day (times child/young person should arrive and be collected from school)

*Travel assistance is only provided for the start and end of the school day.  If your child/young person starts or finishes school at times outside of the regular school day, then you may need to make your own travel arrangements for your child/young person.

	
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri

	
	Start time
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Finish time
	
	
	
	
	

	Date travel required from

	

	Child’s current year group 

	

	Current school
(if different)

	

	How does your child/young person currently travel to this school?

	






	Do the family have a car?          
	Yes         No




	Does your child/young person have a bus pass?

If no, have you applied for an all-day Concessionary Travel Pass (and Metro Gold Card for travel by Metro) from Nexus?

	Yes

Yes

	No

No

	Is your child/young person able to travel on public transport safely?


	On their own
	Yes

	No


	With support 
	Yes 
	No


	If not, please state the reasons why they are unable to:










	Has your child/young person ever been assessed to determine their ability to be travel trained?

	Yes       No



	If yes, were they assessed as able to travel independently?       

	Yes      No

	When were they assessed (please provide approximate date)?

	

	Who carried out the assessment? 

	

	Please state school/organisation (and name of individual if known)

	




SECTION 3 – CHILD/YOUNG PERSON’S SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

	Does your child/young person have an Education, Health and Care Plan?

If yes, is the school named in your child/young person’s EHC Plan:

· Your nearest appropriate school

· A school the Council have chosen to meet your child/young person’s needs 

· A school of your own choice (if “yes”, please give your reasons below for not choosing the Local Authority’s recommendation)
	Yes





Yes

Yes


Yes



	No





No

No


No


	

	Do you agree to the Transport Team having access to your child/young person’s EHC Plan to assist in the determination of entitlement to travel assistance?

If declined, you will need to provide relevant supporting evidence

	Yes

	No


	Please supply details of any specific learning difficulty or disability which impacts upon the child/young person’s ability to travel between home and school accompanied as necessary by an adult.

Please tell us how this affects walking, or using public transport for example.


	





	Please explain why you, or another appropriate adult, are not available to take your child/young person to school? (This may include other members of your family or friends)

Parents working arrangements are NOT deemed to be exceptional circumstances


	







	Please provide any additional information you may think relevant to this application 

Evidence must be provided from a professional* supporting the information given where necessary unless this has already been provided.  

*A letter from your child’s GP will not be accepted as evidence 

	























Section 4 – TRAVEL ASSISTANCE NEEDS

	If your application is successful, the information you give below will help ensure you child/young person is transported safely. Please disclose any issues/risks which the driver/passenger assistants need to be aware of.


 

	Child/young person’s Needs
	Applies,
Yes/No
 
	Further details including any assistance required

	Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)
	
	

	Moderate Learning Difficulties (MLD)
	
	

	Severe Learning Difficulties (SLD)
	
	


	Profound and Multiple Leaning Difficulties (PMLD)
	 
	 

	Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (SEMH)
	
	

	Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
	
	

	Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
	
	

	Physical Disabilities (PD)
	
	

	Visual Impairment (VI)
	
	

	Hearing Impairment (HI)
	
	

	Multi-sensory Impairment (MSI)
	
	

	Other – please specify
	
	






	Physical/Mobility
	Applies,
Yes/No
	Further details including any assistance required 

	Walks unaided
	
	

	Walks slowly unaided
	
	

	Minimal support required
	
	

	Uses walking aid
	
	

	Uses wheelchair (please specify if folds and travels to school with child)
	
	

	Must travel in wheelchair
	 
	

	
If child can only travel in their wheelchair, please give details below:

Make:

Model:

Manual /powered/folding (Please delete as applicable)

Is this wheelchair model crash tested and certified suitable for travel?  YES/NO


	Behaviour
	Applies,
Yes/No
	Further details including any assistance required


	Anxious / worried

	
	

	Verbally challenging

	
	

	Physically challenging

	
	

	History of absconding

	

	

	Other – specify





	
	








	Communication and Sensory Issues
	Applies 
Yes/No
	Further details including any assistance required

	Visual impairment 
	
	

	Hearing impairment 
	
	

	Limited or no verbal communication
	
	

	Sign language / Makaton used 
	
	

	Uses gestures/points 
	
	

	Communication device used 
	
	

	Understanding limited 
	
	

	English not first language 
	
	

	Other- specify





	




	



Section 5 – MEDICAL DETAILS

	Medical details 
If your child/young person has been issued with an Individual Healthcare Plan (IHP) you must attach it to this application 

PLEASE DO NOT ATTACH THE EDUCATION, HEALTH AND CARE PLAN (EHCP)


	
	You must provide further details of assistance required and list the emergency rescue medication your child/young person has been prescribed, for example, buccal, inhalers, EpiPen

	Epilepsy -
uncontrolled/controlled (please specify) 

	Yes/No
	

	Asthma

	Yes/No
	

	Suction
	Yes/No

	

	Nasogastric or Gastrostomy 

	Yes/No
	

	Oxygen

	Yes/No
	

	Other - including allergies, Diabetic, incontinent, etc
(please specify)

	Yes/No
	



SECTION 6 - PARENT / CARER DECLARATION

I declare that the information provided on this form is correct. 

If any of my circumstances, or my child/young person’s circumstances change, I will notify the Council immediately.

Following this assessment, the Council will decide what form of home to school travel assistance will be awarded.  If the Council agrees to provide travel assistance for my child/young person, I understand that:

· Assistance may be stopped if any information on this form is found to be incorrect.

· Any help with travel provided may be subject to an annual review.  The type of transport or level of support may change to reflect the changing needs of the child/young person.  Travel support may not be necessary as the child/young person grows older and if they become more independent.

· Any change of circumstances e.g. change of address, may affect my child/young person’s eligibility for travel assistance. This may also result in a change to the type of travel assistance awarded.

· The Council may withdraw travel assistance (in accordance with the Council’s Behaviour on School Transport Policy) if the behaviour of my child/young person presents a health & safety risk to themselves or others whilst travelling on the transport.

· My child/young person needs to be ready at the agreed pick up point at the agreed time, each morning and that there will be an appropriate person at the agreed address on the return journey in the afternoon.

· The Council will use the information provided to protect public funds by detecting and preventing fraud.

· I consent to the Independent Travel Training Team contacting me to arrange an assessment of my child’s abilities to travel independently, where appropriate.

We will store your information safely and securely on in accordance with North Tyneside Council’s data policy.  We may share your information with schools and transport operators where necessary.  We will only keep your personal information for as long as the law specifies or where the law does not specify this, for the length of time determined by our business requirements and in line with the council’s data retention policies.

· I consent to North Tyneside Council sharing relevant information about my child/young person (including my contact details) with the transport provider where necessary    YES           NO

· I consent to Home to School Transport accessing my child/young person’s EHCP     YES             NO

	Signed
*Where sending by email, a hard signature is not required. 
	

	Date

	

	Print name

	

	Relationship to student

	



If completed on behalf of someone else this must be declared when signing.
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